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Antheil Cares about the Community! 
 
It did not take long for new Antheil Interim Principal Mr. Welsh to discover that Antheil is a school that truly 
embodies the 2019-20 Ewing Schools theme, “Caring About Our Community!” 
 
“You really get a sense that there is a close connection between the students, the staff and the community,” Mr. 
Welsh stated.  “I certainly came to quickly understand that there is a long tradition of Antheil staff and students 
doing great things for the better good of all.” 
 
Since Mr. Welsh has over 40 years of educational experience, he most definitely is an authority on school 
culture, and quickly became impressed with all the things that Antheil does to give back to the community. 
 
The Antheil Helping Hands Club is 
widely renowned and respected 
for their community largesse.  The 
club is comprised of 5th grade 
students that have been invited to 
join based on their consistent 
actions of leadership, 
responsibility, resourcefulness, 
respect and readiness. Once per 
week during lunch and recess, the 
students meet with guidance 
counselors to work on community 
building projects and further their 
leadership skills.  Over the years, 
The Helping Hand Club has done 
many valuable charitable activities 
for groups such as rescue missions 
and homeless shelter. 
 
In November, Antheil students create thoughtful cards and write thank you letters to send to troops in honor of 
Veteran's Day.  The school also spends the month organizing and coordinating a Thanksgiving Food Drive for 
families in need within our own school community. Students help by brainstorming ideas on activities, creating 
collection receptacles, and gathering and sorting donations. 
 
This project then leads Antheil into the December Holiday Season, where Helping Hands Club students create 
holiday ornaments for the school’s Giving Tree Project. Week after week in December, wish-list items are 
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granted as students collect and sort donations, eventually totaling over 190 items for families in our Antheil 
community. 
 

Another altruistic endeavor of the Antheil School is the Great Kindness Challenge. The 
Great Kindness Challenge is a world-wide event that encourages students to 
participate in acts of kindness over the span of a week that they can then incorporate 
easily into their everyday lives, creating a culture of kindness. Antheil students have 
helped to organize this event by developing a kindness checklist, creating 
advertisements that promote empathy, crafting messages to encourage kindness over 
the morning announcements and beginning the culture shift by participating 
themselves and challenging others to lead humanitarian lifestyles. 
 

“It has been wonderful to be a part of this important, mutually-beneficial relationship between a school and 
community,” Mr. Welsh remarked.  “It certainly is a special feeling that resonates throughout all aspects of the 
Antheil school culture.” 

 
 
 


